
 

 

 

 

 

-- THE TWILIGHT ZONE RETURNS -- 

 First-time Star Mazda Racer Richard Kent qualifies on pole, three drivers  

under the track record on a cold, foggy morning at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 

 

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca / Oct. 18 – So apparently the first practice session on Thursday 

morning in which first-time Star Mazda racer Richard Kent set the fastest time wasn't an 

aberration after all; in qualifying on a cold, foggy morning at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Kent, 

an English karting champion with a background in the European Formula Palmer Audi series 

and a few Formula Renault U.K. races earlier this season, put the #77 Andersen Racing / Traka / 

Allied Building Supplies Mazda on pole for the final race of the 2008 Star Mazda Champion ship 

presented by Goodyear with a fast lap of 1:19.935. 

"We did some testing in the car at Mosport, but this is my first time racing at Mazda Raceway 

Laguna Seca so naturally I'm delighted with the results so far," said Kent.  "We were fast in the 

first practice and had a brilliant setup for qualifying thanks to my engineer Remy Lantigne.  We 

didn't really change anything for the conditions, just ran the setup we had from yesterday and it 

worked perfectly.  The cars are great to drive, very fast with good feedback and you certainly 

couldn't ask for a more professional team than Andersen Racing." 

Qualifying on the outside of the front row was Irishman Peter Dempsey, a 4-race winner so far 

this season who is currently third in the championship battle.  He turned a lap of 1:20.121 in the 

#21 Andersen Racing/LotusWorks/ Center Jewellers.ie/Quayside.ie/ Allied Building Products 

Mazda.  Taking third spot on the grid was championship points leader, and another four-time 

race winner, American John Edwards.  He turned a 1:20.335 in The #7 AIM Autosport/ Mobil 1 

Mazda.   

All of the top-3 qualifiers were under the lap record of 1:20.4 set in this event last year by 2007 

Star Mazda champion Dane Cameron.  And due to the fact that, while Kent is running in the 

race, he is not officially entered in the championship, the one point for pole position goes to 

Peter Dempsey; it will be interesting to see how this plays out in the race to come. 

Rounding out the top-5 were the remaining championship contender Joel Miller and 

Englishman Jonny Baker.  Miller, the 2007 Skip Barber Pro Series Champion who is racing in the 

2008 Star Mazda Championship courtesy of the MAZDASPEED Motorsport Driver Development 

Ladder scholarship, turned a time of 1:20.912  in the #20 JDC Motorsports / Mazda / K&N Air 

Filters Mazda.  Baker, who ran a full Star Mazda season in 2007 with Andersen Racing is running 

a one-off event here at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca and turned a lap of 1:21.028 in the #5 

Andersen Racing / Allied Building Supplies Mazda. 

 



 

 

Pos No. Name Best Tm In Lap Diff Gap Points 

1 77 Richard Kent 1:19.935 14 
  

0 

2 21 Peter Dempsey 1:20.121 14 0.186 0.186 0 

3 7 John Edwards 1:20.335 15 0.400 0.214 0 

4 20 Joel Miller 1:20.912 13 0.977 0.577 0 

5 5 Jonny Baker 1:21.028 14 1.093 0.116 0 

6 51 Alex Ardoin 1:21.129 8 1.194 0.101 0 

7 30 Rick Rosin 1:21.135 14 1.200 0.006 0 

8 15 Taylor Hacquard 1:21.594 13 1.659 0.459 0 

9 19 Caio Lara 1:21.722 7 1.787 0.128 0 

10 64 Patrick ONeil 1:21.955 14 2.020 0.233 0 

11 22 Rusty Mitchell 1:22.067 11 2.132 0.112 0 

12 24 J.C. Kester 1:22.125 15 2.190 0.058 0 

13 17 Scott Rettich 1:22.692 12 2.757 0.567 0 

14 29 Phil Fogg Jr. 1:22.790 12 2.855 0.098 0 

15 82 Billy Goshen 1:23.049 9 3.114 0.259 0 

16 12 Chuck Hulse 1:23.427 16 3.492 0.378 0 

17 86 Dave House 1:23.467 15 3.532 0.040 0 

18 48 Kristy Kester 1:23.638 11 3.703 0.171 0 

19 55 Gerry Kraut 1:23.897 15 3.962 0.259 0 

20 65 J.W. Roberts 1:23.947 13 4.012 0.050 0 

21 91 Michael Guasch 1:24.057 14 4.122 0.110 0 

22 16 Chris Cumming 1:24.118 6 4.183 0.061 0 

23 14 Frank McCormick 1:24.851 13 4.916 0.733 0 

24 4 Chris Hundley 1:25.263 11 5.328 0.412 0 

25 57 Pedro Serramalera 1:32.247 7 12.312 6.984 0 

 

Round 12 of the 2008 Star Mazda Championship will take the green flag for the final 45-minute 

round of the 2008 Star Mazda Championship season at 12:15 pm.  The race will be broadcast on 

SPEED TV Saturday, November 8 at 1:30 pm (ET).  For more information on the Star Mazda 

Championship and its drivers, as well as the Mazda Motorsports ladder system, please visit and 

www.mazdausa.com.  For interviews, photos, etc., contact Star Mazda Championship 

Communications Director Peter Frey at (818) 906-6997 / StarMazdaPR@aol.com. 

On any given weekend, there are more Mazdas on the road-race tracks of America than any 

other brand of vehicle.  At the track, you’ll see MX-5 Miata, RX-8, MAZDA3, MAZDA6, RX-7 and 

other vintage Mazda models competing, because every Mazda has the Soul of a Sports Car.   

For more information on the various Mazda spec series, visit: 

www.atlanticchampionship.com www.starmazda.com 

www.skipbarber.com   www.mx-5cup.com 

Dean Case / Communications Officer / MAZDASPEED Motorsports 

Office - (310) 755-7403 / Cell - (310) 318-4582 / E-mail: dean@RWB-LLC.com 

 


